Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TANANA 00934 28I238Z 

53 

ACTION AE-06 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSC-OI CIAE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 

PC-01 /059W 

088342 

R28I2IIZMAY 75 
PM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7293 
INEO DIA 

CONPIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 0934 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, MA 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT OF MALAGASY MILITARY TRIBUNAL RESIGNS 

1. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS AND RADIO REPORTS GENERAL PHILI- 
BERT RAMAROLAHY, PRESIDENT OP MILITARY TRIBUNAL CONDUCTING TRIAL OP 
SUSPECTED ASSASSINS OP COLONEL RATSIMANDRAVA AND THOSE 
ASSOCIATED WITH POLICE REBELLION, RESIGNED AS PRESIDENT OP 
TRIBUNAL MAY 27. LT COL RAVELOMANANTSOA HAS REPLACED HIM AS 
PRESIDENT. NO REASON POR RESIGNATION WAS GIVEN. PRESS IS 

DEVOID OP SPECULATION. 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT: DEPARTURE PROM MILITARY TRIBUNAL OP 
RAMAROLAHY, WHO IS PERSONALLY POPULAR WITH MILITARY AND SECOND 
IN MILITARY RANK ONLY TO GENERAL ANDRIAMAHAZO, IS SURE TO 
DIMINISH TRIBUNAL'S PRESTIGE AND CREATES SUSPICION THAT MILITARY 
DIRECTORY GAVE DIRECTIONS TO TRIBUNAL THAT RAMAROLAHY POUND 
UNACCEPTABLE. TRIAL TO PRESENT HAS PROCEEDED METHODICALLY 
AND OPENLY IN CONCILIATORY MANNER BUT NOW IT MUST CONTINUE 
UNDER CLOUD THAT MAY PROVE TO BE AN EARLY STORM WARNING. 
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